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Corporate crime scenes could be cleaned up in minutes, not hours, thanks to locally
developed technology that uses extreme heat to reveal fingerprints.
By Kathryn
, Computerworld
Australia ,by
03/23/2009
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Cracking Cold Cases With New
Fingerprinting Technique
(Aarticle was published by CNN, on April 15, 2009 with Melissa
Gray reporting and AshleyBroughton contributing)

It was early one Sunday morning when the
killer rang at a front door that was decorated
with a wreath for Christmas.
When his victim answered, he fired four fatal shots, ran off
and disappeared.
Police hope the new fingerprinting technique could
detectives find new clues on murder weapons.

The unsolved murder of Marianne Wilkinson, 68,
in a town near Dallas, Texas, in December 2007 has
left investigators with few clues and few leads. They
recovered the gun used in the crime a few months later,
but the gunman’s identity -- and his motive -- remain a
mystery
Now, a groundbreaking technique developed across the
Atlantic Ocean in Britain may help Texas police and others
to crack cold cases like this.
The technique enables scientists to detect fingerprints on
spent bullets and shell casings, even when the print had
been wiped off. It works by detecting the minute corrosion
of metal caused by sweat, which corrodes the metal in the
shape of the fingerprint.
“That sweat is in the pattern of the original fingerprint that
was deposited,” said John Bond, a forensic scientist for
England’s Northamptonshire Police and a researcher at the
University of Leicester, who developed the technique.
The corrosion is often impossible to see with the naked
eye because it’s so small -- as small as a micron, which is a
millionth of a meter, Bond said.
His method involves dusting the metal with a fine black
powder that adheres to the corroded areas, allowing
scientists to see the fingerprint.
A detective from the police department in North Richland
Hills, Texas, where Wilkinson lived in a gabled home with
her husband, went to meet Bond late last year, Bond and the
department said.

page  Apr/May/Jun 2009

Bond was able to obtain a print from the shell casings
in the Wilkinson case, meaning police could be able to
discern who loaded the gun, if they can find a match,
North Richland Hills Police Investigator Larry Irving told
CNN.
Police are optimistic Bond’s technique will bring them
another step closer to solving the case.
“Prior to (the detective) coming over, and one of the
reasons he came over, is they had little or no forensic
evidence for this murder,” Bond said. “So my own feeling
would be that finding fingerprints would be significant.”
Investigators believe Wilkinson may have been the victim
of mistaken identity, according to a profile of the case
posted on the Web site for the television show “America’s
Most Wanted,” which featured the case.
A neighbor whose address is very similar to Wilkinson’s
told police she had recently gone through a bitter divorce,
and that she and her ex-husband had an ongoing business
dispute, according to the Web site.
Large amounts of money were at stake, the show said, and
the woman believed she was the intended target.
Investigators traced the gun’s history to a man who is now
deceased and, authorities believe, had no connection to
the slaying, according to the television show’s Web site.
Police believe the gun has changed hands several times
since then and are still seeking information on its latest
owners.
The bullet fingerprinting technique won’t necessarily
solve crimes like the Wilkinson case but could unearth
new clues, Bond said
.
“It’s helping police get evidence they didn’t have before,”
he said. “It’s simply a new line of inquiry and can be
especially valuable with cold cases.”
In September, Bond found fingerprints on a shell casing
from another murder case -- a 1999 double homicide in
Kingsland, Georgia.
In that case, the suspect or suspects entered a Title Pawn
business downtown, shot and killed the two employees
and stole a small amount of money, said Kingsland police
lieutenant Todd Tetterton.
Police assigned a full-time cold case detective,
Christopher King, to the case because of “some things
that had changed.” The department read about Bond’s
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technique in a magazine article and contacted him to
see if he could help, he said.
“We were interested in trying anything we could,”
Tetterton said.
Four shell casings had been found at the crime scene,
but fingerprint testing using traditional techniques
didn’t reveal anything of use. Bond was able to find
fingerprint ridges on three of the four casings, and one
of them yielded enough ridge detail to possibly provide
an identification, a University of Leicester statement
said, quoting King.
Tetterton would only say that more than one shell
casing was found at the scene, and said Bond was able
to get results for detectives. He declined to say more,
citing the ongoing investigation.
“The results are surprising,” the university statement
quoted King as saying. “I feel very optimistic. These
results are better than I had expected and better than I
hoped for.”
Bond doesn’t advertise his services, which he
performs free of charge.
“All of the inquiries we’ve had from the U.S. police
forces have all been initiated by them,” he told CNN.
“We never say no, so anybody who says, ‘I’ve got
some shell casings, we have some over 30 years old’
-- we always say send them and we’ll have a look.”
Bond says he tries to know as little about a case as
possible before he looks for fingerprints, so no one can
accuse him later of looking for something specific.
In one case, he said, he found a partial print on a shell
casing sent in by police in Boulder, Colorado. The
detective told him it was a fingerprint they expected
him to find.
“That was confirmation for me” that the technique
worked, Bond said.
The technique won’t work, however, if a person has
just washed their hands or put on gloves before loading
a gun. But Bond said that’s not too much of a concern.
“Because of the nature of who these people are and the
vol. 25 issue 2	

nature of what they’re committing, personal hygiene
is not foremost in their mind when they’re doing this,”
Bond said. “It’s also the heat of the moment. They
might be sweating, perspiring, because you know
you’re going to go out and break the law.”
Editor’s Comment: SCAFO is pleased to announce
that Dr. Bond will be speaking at it’s Annual Training
Seminar Oct 2 and 3, 2009

President’s Message
Greetings to all SCAFO members and readers of The
Print,
For those of you who missed the April 4th meeting, it
must be said that you not only missed a great presenter,
but great food. At the time of the booking of Dick Rogers
for the April 4th meeting, he was the Western Territory
Sales Representative for Forensics Source; now, the company name has been changed to SAFARILAND, and he
is their Account Manager.
In his presentation, he demonstrated a new ladder that
collapses nicely and can be easily stored in the trunk of
your vehicle. The lengths range from 6 feet to 10 feet,
and it is the dream ladder for any Forensic Technician
that has to climb up into a crawl space that has limited
access. He also demonstrated a new handheld illuminated
magnifier, which received many “ooooohs” and “ahhhhhhhhs”—definitely a fingerprint examiner’s dream tool!
There were several other interesting and useful items as
well, but those will be kept secret since he will be showing
them again at our October SCAFO conference.
Please be sure to attend the conference and explore
these great new items for yourself. All in all, the meeting was a success and I extend my sincere appreciation to
those who contributed to make it such a success. Please
keep the following in mind as we try and get through this
challenging economic crisis: the duties you perform in
your field are something to be very proud of…take nothing for granted. Try to be resourceful in your duties but
do not cut corners excessively just to save a buck. We
still want to provide the best services we can to those
communities we serve. Hang in there; things are bound
to get better in time as we weather this storm together.
Hope to see you all at the June meeting!
Sincerely,
Amy Hines
SCAFO President
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Southern California
Association of Fingerprint Officers
18th Annual Forensic Training Seminar
An Association for Scientific Investigation and Identification Since 1937
October 2-3, 2009
Visit www.scafo.org for Registration Form
Holiday Inn - Burbank Media Center
150 E. Angeleno
Burbank, California 91502
*Certificates of attendance will be awarded for 8 hours of continuing educational training for each day.
The 18th Annual SCAFO Forensic Training Seminar will be held this year in beautiful downtown Burbank at the Holiday Inn-Burbank Media Center. The hotel is located only one
block from the Interstate 5 Freeway and 10 minutes from Burbank’s Bob Hope Airport, and
is within walking distance of the Media Center, shopping mall, AMC Theater, and several
popular restaurants.
This year SCAFO is proud to present the following guest speakers:

Dr. John W. Bond, Forensic Research Scientist at the University of Leicester and
Scientific Support Manager at Northamptonshire Police, U.K.

“Revolutionary Technique for Obtaining Latent Prints from Bullets, Casings and Bombs”

Lecture will be held on Friday, October 2nd
Demonstration will be held on Saturday, October 3rd

Gil Carrillo, Lieutenant, Homicide Bureau, LASD

“Overview of a Serial Killer – The Night Stalker Case”

Lecture will be held on Friday, October 2nd

Michael Stapleton, Special Agent, FBI (retired)
“A Blast from the Past – FBI Disaster Team at 1980 Mt. Saint Helen’s Volcanic Eruption”
Lecture will be held on Saturday, October 3rd
William (Bill) Leo, MS, CLPE, Lead Instructor & Training Coordinator, Latent
Print Section, LASD

“Review of the NAS Report on Forensic Science and it’s Effect on Friction Ridge Identification”

Lecture will be held on Saturday, October 3rd

Note: SCAFO is in the process of confirming additional guest speakers for the seminar. As
soon as the list of speakers is completed and topics are confirmed, an updated flier will
become available.
Hotel Room Rates: $55.00 a night plus tax. Call the hotel directly at 818-841-4770 for reservations and ask for the SCAFO discount rate. Hotel reservations must be made by September 1, 2009 in order to receive the SCAFO discount rate. Note: ***Do not call the 1-800
number or you will not get the SCAFO room rate.***
All handout materials, continental breakfasts, lunches, and afternoon snacks are
included in the price. Please join us Friday, October 2nd immediately following the seminar, in the Crystal View Lounge at the top of the Holiday Inn for a private social event
sponsored by Cogent Systems. Drinks and food will be provided. This will be a great
opportunity to meet new people and to network with others in the forensic field.
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Southern California
Association of Fingerprint Officers
18th Annual Forensic Training Seminar

An Association for Scientific Investigation and Identification Since 1937

October 2-3, 2009

Holiday Inn-Burbank Media Center, Burbank, CA. 91502

REGISTRATION FORM
Registration: Fees include speaker lectures, handout materials, goodie bag, continental breakfast, lunch, afternoon snack, and SCAFO Friday evening social
event in the Crystal View Lounge sponsored by Cogent Systems. Note: The social
event will include an assortment of appetizers and two free drink tickets.
Cancellation: Cancellations must be received in written form via email to SCAFO Secretary
Teri Eklund at scafosecretary@yahoo.com prior to September 1, 2009 in order to receive
a full refund. Cancellations after September 1, 2009 will be handled on a per case basis.
Hotel
parking
discount
rate
is
$5.00
daily
(cash
only).
Validation
ers can be purchased on day of seminar at SCAFO registration
There
is
no
parking
fee
for
registered
guests
staying
at
the

sticktable.
hotel.

Type of					
Registration					

Check		
Box		

Early Bird		
Registration		

Check		
Box		

After
August 15, 2009

Full Reg—SCAFO member			
Full Reg—non-member			
Friday Reg only — SCAFO member		
Friday reg only — non-member		
Saturday Reg only — SCAFO member	
Saturday Reg only — non-member		

_____		
_____		
_____		
_____		
_____		
____		

$150.00			
$160.00			
$75.00			
$80.00			
$75.00			
$80.00			

_____		
_____		
_____		
_____		
_____		
_____		

$160.00
$170.00
$80.00
$85.00
$80.00
$85.00

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name for Training Certificate ______________________________________________________
Agency	
__________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address	 ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code	
_____________________________________________________________
Home Phone	____________________________ Work Phone ________________________________

Make checks payable to “SCAFO” (NO CASH PLEASE) and mail to:
SCAFO Registration
Teri ekLund
P.O. Box 21273
El Cajon, CA. 92021
Hotel Room Rates: $55.00 a night plus tax, Call the hotel directly at 818-841-4770 for reservations and ask for the SCAFO discount rate. Hotel reservations must be made by September
1, 2009 in order to receive the SCAFO discount rate. Note: ***Do not call the 1-800 number or
you will not get the SCAFO room rate.***
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MINUTES OF FEBRUARY MEETING
DATE:
February 7, 2009
LOCATION: Moby Dick’s, Santa Barbara
HOST:
Larry Rodriguez
SECRETARY: Teri Eklund
PROGRAM: Davidson Homicides - Sgt. Henebry, SBSD
CALL TO ORDER: General meeting, 1330 hours by President
Amy Hines
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by Susan Garcia
ATTENDANCE:
PAST PRESIDENTS: Bob Goss (2001); Susan Garcia
(2006); Craig Johnson (2007); Marvin Spreyne (2008)

EXECUTIVE BOARD: Amy Hines, Man Johnson,
Debbie Stivers, Cynthia Fortier, Lisa Jackson, Debbie
Stivers, Larry Rodriguez, Cindee Lozano. Mark Waldo,
Craig Johnson, Marvin Spreyne
EXECUTIVE BOARD Absent: Teri Eklund and Bill
Leo
Members and guests present: 55

Mike Schwab of Santa Barbara Police Dept.
Recommended by: Bob Spinner of Santa
Barbara Police Dept.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
2009 Annual Training Seminar will be held at the Burbank
Holiday Inn Media Center, Oct. 2nd and 3rd. The room rate is
still being discussed but hope to be around $50.00 a night. If
anyone has speakers in mind please contact any board member
with a name.
ATTENDANCE DRAWING of $25.00 won by:
Debbie Pearson
DOOR PRIZES:
Provided by SCAFO and board members
MOTION TO ADJOURN:
Motion by: Cynthia Fortier
Second: Jeannine Cascadden
MEETING ADJOURNED: 1358 hours

OLD BUSINESS:
Second Readings:
Robby Sinick Segalit Oz Mireya Cervantes
Motion to Accept: Marvin Spreyne, second by
Bob Goss

Swear Ins: by Past President Bob Goss (2001)
Tony Nguyen of Pomona Police Dept..
Johnna Butcher of Orange County Sheriffs
Dept.
OTHER: None.

AUGUST 8, 2009
SCAFO TRAINING MEETING
SOUTH COAST WINERY RESTAURANT
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
Host: Mark Waldo
additional info forthcoming

NEW BUSINESS:
First Readings:
Michael Ullemeyer of Santa Barbara Police
Dept
Recommended by: Bob Spinner of Santa
Barbara Police Dept.
John Froelicher of Santa Barbara County
Sheriff .
Recommended by: Bob Spinner of Santa
Barbara Police Dept..
Vincent J. Fisher of Santa Monica Police Dept.
Recommended by: Lisa Jackson of Santa
Monica Police Dept.
Michelle-Rene Marmolejo of Los Angeles
Sheriff’s Dept.
Recommended by: Sharona Kay of Los
Angeles Sheriffs Dept.
Yvonne T. Sanchez of Los Angeles Sheriff’s
Dept.
Recommended by: Cynthia Fortier of Los
Angeles Sheriffs Dept.
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Editors Comment: Steve Tillmann, Past
President (2002) and previous Editor of The
Print has been a great mentor to me in guiding
me through the process of being the new editor of
The Print. Many thanks Steve!

GOT SCAFO DUES?
2009 Dues are past due
Contact Teri Eklund, Secretary
at
eklund@scafo.org
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MINUTES OF APRIL MEETING
DATE:
April 4, 2009
LOCATION: Eagle Glen Golf Club Corona
HOST:
Amy Hines and Rebekah Ford
SECRETARY: Teri Eklund
PROGRAM: New Stuff from Forensic Source
CALL TO ORDER: General meeting, 1800 hours by President
Amy Hines
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by Bob Goss
ATTENDANCE:
PAST PRESIDENTS: Dell Freeman (1973), Bill Leo
(1996), Bob Goss (2001), Steve Tillmnn (2002), Marvin
Spreyne (2008)

EXECUTIVE BOARD: President Amy Hines;
Chairman of the Board Marvin Spreyne; Treasurer Lisa
Jackson; Secretary Ten Eklund; Director Cindee Lozano;
Director Anne Carlson; Director Mark Waldo; Sgt. of
Arms Cynthia Fortier; Historian, Bill Leo
EXECUTIVE BOARD Absent: Parlimentarian, Craig
Johnson.;1st Vice President Mari Johnson; 2nd Vice
President Debbie Stivers; Director Larry Rodriguez

NEW BUSINESS:
First Readings: None
Other:

None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
2009 Annual Training Seminar will be held at the Burbank
Holiday Inn Media Center, Oct. 2nd and 3rd.
Next meeting scheduled for June 6th the Jagerhaus, in Anaheim
ATTENDANCE DRAWING of $25.00 won by Cindee Lozano
DOOR PRIZES:
Provided by Board Members; Speaker Gift donated by Debbie
Krueck and Criminal Chocolates; Special acknowledgement to
Dick Rogers for table gifts at each plate
MOTION TO ADJOURN:
Motion by: Marvin Spreyne
Second: Lisa Jackson
MEETING ADJOURNED: 1900 hours

Members and guests present: 48

OLD BUSINESS:

SCAFO TRAINING MEETING

Second Readings:
Adrianna Arroyo, Yvonne Sanchez, Alberto
Solis
Motion to Accept: Steve Tillmann, second by
Cindee Lozano

Swear Ins: by 1996 Past President Bill Leo
Stephanie Camarillo of LA County Sheriff
Segalit Oz of Beverly Hills PD
.
OTHER: None.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 2009
Jagerhaus, 2525 East Ball Road, Anaheim
TrainingTopic: 3-D Imaging of Crime Scenes
by the L.A.S.D. Scanner Team
RSVP to Anne Carlson by May 29th
AMCARLSON@LASD.ORG
(562) 345-4461 Ext. 1407

“Every man owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No man has a moral right to
withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.”
- President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908
For subscription or membership information, or address corrections contact:
S.C.A.F.O.

Teri Eklund, Secretary
P.O. Box 21273
El Cajon, CA 92021
eklund@scafo.org
$20.00 yearly subscription (attendance required for membership)
$30.00 yearly for International Subscriptions

C.S.D.I.A.I. Felita D. Chapman
P.O. Box 125
Fairfield, CA 94598
(707) 208-2348
csdiai-sectre@sbcglobal.net
$25.00 yearly membership
I.A.I.

Joe Polski, Chief Operations Officer
2535 Pilot Knob Road, Suite 117
Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1120
(651) 681-8566 iaisecty@theiai.org
$60.00 yearly membership
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SCAFO 18th Annual Training Seminar

OCTOBER 2-3, 2009

Holiday Inn- Burbank Media Center
150 East Angeleno
Burbank, California. 91502
rate $55.00 (plus Tax) prior to 9/1/2009
Call hotel directly at 1-818-841-4770
Friday Evening Social Event Sponsored By

COGENT SYSTEMS
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