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Louis "Lou" Bernard Herbert
September 10, 1945 - July 9, 2000
SCAFO’s 60th President
Louis "Lou" Bernard Herbert was born September 10, 1945, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. He graduated from Ringe Technical High School in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, in 1963.
Lou attended Northeastern University of Massachusetts for 2 years studying liberal
arts before joining the United States Air Force in January 1965. He served as an Air
Force Medical Technician and a Supervisor of Emergency Services until his retirement
in January 1985.
Lou married his wife, Sandra, on March 4, 1967. They have three children, Derek,
33, Christopher, 29, and Michael, 24.
In 1985 Lou moved his family to Moreno Valley, California. Lou joined the
Riverside County District Attorney’s Office, Bureau of Investigation, on October 7,
1985, as an Investigative Assistant for the Subpoena Service Unit. On June 29, 1989,
Lou was promoted to the position of Forensic Technician and spent the next few years
building a fully functional Forensics Unit for the Riverside Office. Lou was promoted
again to the position of Supervising Forensic Technician on August 12, 1999.
Lou was very involved with professional forensic and law enforcement associations
throughout the State of California, including the Riverside County District Attorney
Investigator’s Association, The California Association for Property and Evidence
(CAPE), who recognized Lou as the Property Officer of the Year for 1999, the
Southern California Association of Fingerprint Officers (SCAFO), where he served as
their 60th President, the High Technology Crime Investigation Association and the
International Association of Identification. He was also an instructor for the American
Red Cross, Riverside Chapter.
Lou was killed on the afternoon of Sunday, July 9,2000, in a traffic accident near
Kingman, Arizona, while traveling home with his wife after vacationing and attending
a family reunion in Detroit, Michigan. The trailer Lou was towing was caught by a
sudden gust of wind and overturned on the freeway, causing the car to overturn also.
Lou is survived by his wife of nearly 34 years, Sandra, his 3 sons, Derek,
Christopher and Michael, a sister, Helen Ford of Cambridge, Massachusetts, half-sister
Dorothy Robinson, half-brother Russell O’Bnnes, half-brother William Trotman, and
an aunt, Edith Robertson of Boston, Massachusetts.
Lou was SCAFO’s 60th President. During his year as president SCAFO had a great
year. The SCAFO website was Lou’s concept and was created under his direction.
We celebrated our Diamond Anniversary aboard the historic Queen Mary and
continued many fine traditions and friendships. Lou will be missed, but not forgotten,
by his friends and colleagues in the Southern California Association of Fingerprint
Officers.

SCAFO Suffers Several Losses
(With the recent passing of several colleagues and spouses of
colleagues, whom we also knew as friends, the following
stories from the book ‘‘The Birth That We Call Death’’ by
Paul H. Dunn and Richard M. Eyre are reprinted.)

In a beautiful blue lagoon on a clear day, a fine
sailing-ship spreads its brilliant white canvas in a fresh
morning breeze and sails out to the open sea. We watch
her glide away magnificently through the deep blue and
gradually see her grow smaller and smaller as she nears the
horizon. Finally, where the sea and sky meet, she slips
silently from sight; and someone near me says, ‘‘There, she
is gone!’’
Gone where? Gone from sight--that is all. She is still as
large in mast and hull and sail, still just as able to bear her
load. And we can be sure that, just as we say, ‘‘There, she
is gone!’’ another says, ‘‘There, she comes!’’

****

Imagine for a moment that you are about to cross the
country on a train. You get on board, and as the train starts
you find yourself sitting next to a fine person who is
making the same journey that you are. Since the trip
usually takes almost four days, you begin a serious attempt
to get to know each other. You find that you have much in
common, and by the time the train steams into the darkness
at the end of the first day you feel a remarkable closeness
and begin to feel that the relationship you are forming may
be the most important part of your journey.
After a sound night’s sleep in the Pullman car, you
rejoin your friend and the two of you spend another day
relating to each other and experiencing the journey
together. Your rapport grows still stronger, and you find
yourself feeling a little sorry that the day passes so fast.
By the second night your train is deep into the flat middle
plains, and as you fall asleep you are thinking about the
things you want to find out and talk about with your friend
the next day.
In the morning you return to your seat and find, to your
dismay, that your friend is gone. When you inquire,
someone tells you that he got off during the night.
Got off during the night? But he had a destination very
near your own, and you had planned on having the next
two days with him, and there was so much more left to
say! Suddenly you realize that you never did find out quite
where he came from or just who he really was, and that
you never did learn why he was on the train or exactly
where he was going. Worst of all, you realized that you
don’t know whether you’ll see him again --that you don’t
know how to find him or contact him.
The feeling is a mixture of sadness and frustration which
together produce something in between bitterness and
anger. Why did he have to leave? Did someone or
something make him leave? Should you be upset at him
for leaving or at someone else who made him go against
his will? It’s not so much that he’s gone, it’s that you
don’t know where he’s gone and you want so much to see
him again.
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At that point the porter comes down the row to your
seat. The message he leaves is very simple, but it changes
night into day and bitterness into joy. He tells you that
your friend was indeed going to the same place as
you--that he was going there to see his father. During the
night the train received an emergency message which
instructed your friend to get off the train at the next stop
and catch a plane to get home more quickly, because his
father needed him right then. The porter leaves you a
phone number so that you can contact your friend as soon
as you arrive.
The simple message of the porter turns your frustration
into peace. You are still sorry to miss the two days of
discussion you had anticipated with your friend, but your
sorrow is no longer bitter or blind; rather, it is sweet with
the knowledge of where he is and the assurance that you
will see him again.
The sorrow we taste with the loss of a loved one can be
bitter or sweet, depending on one ingredient--the
ingredient of knowledge; the simple, pure knowledge of
our origin, our purpose, and our destination.
As in the imaginary journey on the train, the sense of
temporary separation that comes to one who has this
knowledge does not carry the sting and panic of permanent
loss.
(Editor -- The loss of friends is always a sorrowful time, but
so many in a short period makes this time of sorrow extremely
difficult. As the families of each of these friends must move
on with their lives, let us all remember them in our thoughts,
prayers and efforts.)

Ki Hong
April 18, 1938 - April 14, 2000
Beverly Hills Police Department
SCAFO Member #2257
Linda Spreyne
March 6, 1950 - May 17, 2000
Spouse of SCAFO Board Member
Marvin Spreyne
Beth Coleman
June 30, 1956 - June 28, 2000
Spouse of CSDIAI Dean of the South
Douglas Coleman
Louis "Lou" Bernard Herbert
September 10, 1945 - July 9, 2000
Riverside District Attorney’s Office
SCAFO’s 60th President
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Your Finger Print
by Minnie A. Bennett
Can you read the message given,
That is written everywhere?
Wondrous are the works of nature,
Wonderful beyond compare!
For upon the hand there’s traced
Characters that never err.
Marking with mysterious symbols
Who and what we really are!
Time cannot erase or change them,
Youth and age remain the same,
Every human being bears them

We have what you need:

To their glory or their shame,
And each finger bears the impress
Of nature’s own indelible seal,
And to those who read the symbols
All her secrets will reveal.
The above poem was dedicated to the
International Association for Identification
and was read at that organization’s
seventh annual banquet in 1921.

• crime scene investigation equipment
• latent print development supplies
• supplies for rolling fingerprints
• Forensic Light Sources
• fluorescent powders and dyes
• textbooks and video training tapes
• protective clothing
• magnifying glasses
• casting materials and frames
• narcotics test kits
• photographic scales and rulers
• cans, bags and boxes for physical evidence
• and much, much more...

Call for a
free catalog!
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SCAFO Officer Nominations
It is that time of year again. We must decide
who we want to be on our 2001 SCAFO Board.
Your Nominating Committee, George Durgin
and Rodrigo Viesca, need your nominations
between now and the September Training
Seminar.
This year we will have vacancies for Secretary,
Sergeant At Arms, Treasurer, and two Directors
(Bill Leo & Marvin Spreyne).
The Secretary and Sergeant At Arms positions
will be in line for succession to President. They
will require a dedicated member who wants to
ensure the success of SCAFO and be willing to
eventually serve as President.
The Treasurer position is a two-year
commitment and requires the dedication to ensure
that SCAFO’s banking needs are met and our
financial standing is maintained. The two
Directors’ positions are a two-year commitment
to learn the insides of SCAFO, to groom future
officers, and to assist at our bimonthly dinner
meetings. If you are interested in nominating
yourself or if you have questions please feel free
to call (760-233-2074) or e-mail
(gdurgin@fda.net) George Durgin.

SCAFO Meeting
August 5, 2000

Host: George Durgin
Durgin@scafo.org
Speaker: Steve Stavely
Director, Law Enforcement Division
Topic: "The Future of Scientific Evidence
in California"
Location: Quails Inn Hotel
Lake San Marcos
www.quailsinn.com
Special "SCAFO" Room rates $91.56
Quails Inn Hotel
1(800) 447-6556

THE PRINT is the official publication of Southern California Association of Fingerprint Officers (SCAFO).
The information in this publication is offered to the membership without guarantees, nor endorsements.
Statements, opinions or views expressed in the THE PRINT are not necessarily those of the association or its
officers. Some articles may contain descriptions of processes utilizing chemicals or combinations of chemicals
which may be hazardous to the user’s health. It is recommended that proper precautions be taken when using any
chemicals. The publication of advertisements should not suggest or imply endorsement of any product or company.
Reproduction of THE PRINT, in whole or in part, for educational or scientific purposes is permitted provided
proper citation of the source is noted.
"Every man owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No man has a moral
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere."
- President Theodore Roosevelt - 1908
For subscription or membership information contact:
S.C.A.F.O.
Steve Tillmann, Secretary
2020 West Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90057
(213) 989-5107 email tillmann@scafo.org
$20.00 yearly subscription (attendance required for membership)
$30.00 yearly for International subscriptions
C.S.D.IA.I.

Ashley R. Crooker
1521 Annie Court, Tracy CA 95376-2269
(209) 832-8236
$25.00 yearly membership

I.A.I.

Joseph P. Polski, Secretary-Treasurer
2535 Pilot Knob Road, Suite 117, Mendota Heights, MN 55120
(612) 681-8566 (612) 681-8443 FAX
$60.00 yearly membership
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Visit us at SCAFO’s Website
www.scafo.org

S.C.A.F.O.
2020 West Beverly Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90057-2404
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-- Upcoming Events/Schools/Seminars--
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July 23-29, 2000

International Association for Identification
Charleston, WV
S.C.A.F.O. Meeting
Host George Durgin
Escondido Police Dept./Retired
IAI Regional Seminar
Footwear Impression Evidence
Santa Ana, CA
S.C.A.F.O. Annual Seminar
Cal-Poly, Pomona
Host Bill Leo/Steve Tillmann
Analysis of Problem Latents
Advanced Ridgeology Comparison Techniques
Carlsbad, CA
Forensic Identificaiton Training Seminars, LLC
S.C.A.F.O. Meeting
Host Bob Goss
San Bernardino Police Department
S.C.A.F.O. Meeting
Host Steve Tillmann
Los Angeles Sheriff’s Dept.
International Association for Identification
Miami, FL
Field Evidence Technician Course
Center for Criminal Justice
California State University, Long Beach
(562) 985-4940

August 5, 2000

In Memory of
Lou Herbert
SCAFO’s 60th President

2

SCAFO Suffers
Several Losses
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Your Finger Print

5

Employment Opportunities

6

Presidents’s Message
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Nominations for 2001

August 14 -18, 2000
September 29 - 30, 2000
October 11 - 13, 2000
October 16 - 20, 2000
December 2, 2000

~~~
SCAFO Members
get "yourname@scafo.org"
See instructions on the website’s
email page.

February 3, 2001
July 22 - 28, 2001
Call for Dates

S

C

A

F

O

outhern
alifornia
ssociation of
ingerprint
fficers
An Association for Scientific Investigation and Identification Since 1937

